
 

 

 

 
SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING BULLETIN 

    

TO: ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL FROM: Anthony Mata 

Chief of Police 

    

SUBJECT: SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE 

ADDITION: REDUCTION OF GUN 

HARM 

DATE: October 20, 2022 

    

   
Bulletin #2022-034 

    

On January 25, 2022, the City Council approved an ordinance amending the San José Municipal Code 

to add Part 6 to Chapter 10.32 to reduce gun harm by: (a) requiring gun owners to obtain and maintain 

liability insurance; and (b) authorizing a fee to apply to gun harm reduction programs.1  The ordinance 

is included as Attachment 1.  The ordinance took effect on August 8, 2022, however the insurance 

requirement and the gun harm reduction fee did not immediately come into effect on that date.   

 

Effective January 1, 2023, the insurance requirement of the ordinance will be in full effect and persons 

in violation of the insurance requirement  may be administratively cited. 

 

There are two punitive sections under Municipal Code section 10.32.230 Compliance: 

 

A. Insurance Requirement 

 

Each person required to obtain and maintain insurance under Municipal Code section 

10.32.210 shall demonstrate compliance with the insurance requirement by completing and 

executing a City-designated Attestation Form .  Each such person shall state both the name of 

the insurance company issuing the policy and the insurance policy number on the Attestation 

Form, sign the form under penalty of perjury, and keep the Attestation Form with the firearms 

where they are being stored or transported.  Each person shall complete and sign a new 

Attestation Form under penalty of perjury in the event any of the information on the form 

changes.  Each person shall present the form when lawfully requested to do so by a peace 

officer who knows or has reason to believe such person possesses a firearm.  There are no 

specific insurance limits being required by the City. 

 

a. The Attestation Form can be found online HERE or a paper copy can be picked up at 

City Hall or at the Information Center at the San José Police Department. 

  

 
1 Details from this meeting may be found here: 

https://sanjose.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=916832&GUID=5B3AAED0-EBCC-4839-9950-E5B02ACEC6D7  
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B. Fee Provisions 

 

Each person shall affix proof of payment of the annual Gun Harm Reduction Fee to the 

Attestation Form and keep it with the firearm or firearms where they are being stored or 

transported. 

 

In summary, any person who lives in San José and owns or possesses a firearm in San José will 

need proof of liability insurance and proof of payment of an annual administrative fee with their 

firearm, where it is stored or whenever it is transported.  

 

The proof of insurance is a self-attestation form the owner or possessor will print, complete, and sign.  

The proof of fee payment will be issued by a non-profit organization (yet to be determined) and will 

need to be affixed to the Attestation Form.  An example of the Attestation Form is included as 

Attachment 2. 

 

For clarification, only the insurance requirement will be active effective January 1, 2023.  The 

fee provision will become active at a later time.  Department members will be notified when that 

becomes a requirement via Training Bulletin.   

 

There are three exemptions under Municipal Code section 10.32.225 Exceptions: 

 

A. Sworn peace officers, active reserve peace officers, and retired peace officers 

B. Persons who have a license to carry a concealed weapon 

C. Persons for which compliance would create a financial hardship 

 

In the event an officer discovers a person who resides in the City and who owns or possesses a firearm 

in the City in violation of Municipal Code section 10.32.230, the officer will do the following:  

 

1. Photograph the firearm(s) 

2. Document the event on a General Offense Report 

3. Entitle the report “10.32.230A SJMC INS REQ GUN HARM COMPLIANCE” for a violation 

of the insurance requirement  

 

The event will be forwarded to the Permits Unit for review.  Once approved, the Permits Unit will 

mail an administrative citation to the subject listed in the report.  The subject will have the following 

options available to them (these will be provided to the subject on the citation): 

 

• Pay the fine 

• Pay the fine and request an administrative hearing from the City’s Finance Department to 

appeal the citation and recoup the fine 

• Declare financial hardship and request an administrative hearing from the City’s Finance 

Department to appeal the citation and excuse the fine 

 

It should be noted there is no database by which an officer may confirm who has obtained insurance 

or who has paid the administrative fee.  For that reason, Municipal Code section 10.32.230 requires 

the owner or possessor to keep a copy of the insurance and proof of fee payment with the firearm or 



ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 

SUBJECT: SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE ADDITION: REDUCTION OF GUN HARM 

October 20, 2022 

Page 3 

 

 

 

firearms.  If the subject does not have this documentation with them, officers should document the 

event in a General Offense Report and direct the owner or possessor to provide proof of insurance and 

fee payment to the Permits Unit within three (3) business days. 

 

Firearms may not be collected as evidence for violation of these Municipal Code sections.   

 

Additional information may be found on the Department’s Gun Harm Reduction Ordinance FAQ Page 

at: https://www.sjpd.org/records/documents-policies/gun-harm-reduction-ordinance 

 

Department members should not provide direction to the public on what type of insurance to obtain, 

the coverage amounts, or what insurance carriers to use.  Rather, anyone with insurance questions 

should be referred to the FAQ page or the Attestation Form for guidance, and should be advised to 

speak with an insurance agent.   

 

 

         
        Anthony Mata 

        Chief of Police 

 

AM:SD 

 

Attachment 1: San José Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 10.32, Part 6 

 

Attachment 2: Gun Liability Insurance Attestation Form  
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Attachment 1: San José Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 10.32, Part 6
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Attachment 2: Gun Liability Insurance Attestation Form  
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